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ABSTRACT 

This research project examined the Library of 
Congress's responsiveness to new emerging fields of research, using a 
case study on women's studies in the mid 1960s and early 1970s. 
Specifically considered was the Library of Congress Subject Heading 
Division's timeliness in relation to scholarly literature published 
between 1963 and 1975. Samples consisted of 84 monographs and 
anthologies considered to be significant to the field of women's 
studies and published between 1963 and 1975. Terms and phrases from 
the works' title pages and tables of contents were matched with 
assigned Library of Congress subject headings. The results address 
the following questions: (1) Which subject headings have frequently 
been assigned to such works and what entry word do they possess?; (2) 
If the Library of Congress picked up the terminology of women's 
studies scholars, which terms were used and when?; and (3) What are 
the implications in terms of access? In terms of access, problems 
occurred with the use of broad headings with subheadings and the 
patrons' use of the words "woman" and "women"; the card cataloger as 
a result would have to search all entries under the broad headings to 
find the desired items. The number of new terms that became valid 
during the time period covered indicates the Library of Congress's 
efforts to keep current with the terminology of this emerging area of 
research. (Contains 31 references.) (Author/AEF) 



Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc w Vc 5V Vc Vc to Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc to to to to to Vc Vc to Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc * Vc Vc it to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to 

Vc Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 
,f from the original document* * 

Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc to Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc Vc 



0"4 e S r« D r E . PA P TME 0 NT 0F EDUCATION 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

□ This document has been reproduced as. 
received from the person or omani/atinn 
originating i» 

□ M.nor changes have hec-n made to 
improve roproduclion qunl.ly 

„ • Pomls of view or opinions staled m ii>is 

•J document 0(i nol necessarily represent. 

^ official OERI position 01 policy 

C\ 
00 
CO 

Q 
W 

WOMEN'S STUDIES AND 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SUBJECT HEADINGS: 
AN EXAMINATION OF LIBRARY OF CONGRESS'S RESPONSIVENESS TO 
NEW, EMERGING FIELDS OF RESEARCH 



A Master's Research Paper submitted to the Kent 
University School of Library Science in 
partial fulfillment of the requirements 
for the degree of Master of Library Science 



BY 

SHEILA LORRAINE DARROW 
November, 1994 



PfcRMlbblUN 10 HfcPRODUCt T HIS 
MATERIAL H Ab Be LN GRANTED BY 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

Shciln Da r row 



H» 1Mb k UIK AflUNAl RtSOlJRCrb 
iiRMAIION GENTS R (EH»r,» ' 



Master's Research Paper by 
Sheila Lorraine Darrow 
B.A., University of Louisville, 1978 

M.A. , Antioch University, 1990 
M.L.S., Kent State University, 1994 



Approved by 



Advisor 




Date ?1#i**tUxa. l < i?i 



ii 



ERLC 



ABSTRACT 



This research project examines the Library of 
Congress's responsiveness to new emerging fields of 
research, using as a case study women's studies in the 
mid-nineteen sixties and early seventies. Specifically, 
this study examines Library of Congress Subject Heading 
Division's timeliness in relation to scholarly literature 
published between 1963 and 1975. In terms of 

methodology , eighty-four monographs and anthologies , 
considered significant to the field of women's studies 
and published between 1963 and 1975, have been selected 
as samples for the study. Terms and phrases from the 
works' title pages and tables of contents have been 
matched with assigned Library of Congress subject 
headings. The results address the following questions: 
1) which subject headings have frequently been assigned 
to such works and what entry word do they possess?; 2) 
if, indeed the Library of Congress picked up the 
terminology of women's studies scholars, which terms were 
used and when? ; and 3 ) what are the impl ications in 
terms of access? It is hoped that this study will 
provide a model for others examining the responsiveness 
of the Library of Congress to new areas of research, both 
past and present. 
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Introduction 



Scholars and practitioners of library science have 
previously suggested that Library of Congress subject 
headings, as they pertain to certain "marginalized" groups , 
seem to hinder rather than facilitate access to information 
by and about such groups. Specif ically, subject headings in 
the areas of ethnic studies , women's studies , and lesbian 
and gay studies have been the focus of prior research. 1 
Others have examined the timeliness of the Library of 
Congress's response to changing societal attitudes which may 
result in changing terminology . 2 

Subsequently , my aim is to examine Library of 
Congress's currency and timeliness in relation to women's 
studies literature in the late nineteen-sixties and early 
seventies. This research project looks at the Library of 
Congress's responsiveness to the emergence of this new, and 
largely "marginalized, 11 area of investigation, focusing on 
works published between 1963 and 1975; a time period that 
saw a flourish of literature in the field. Emphasis is 
placed on scholarly works to determine if, and when, the 
Library of Congress adopted the terminology used by women's 
studies scholars for use in subject headings. This is done 
by matching assigned subject headings with the terms used by 
the author (or authors) on the title page and table of 
contents of each item used in the research sample. Title 



pages and tables of contents were chosen as sources for 
author terminology since they are generally used by Library 
of Congress catalogers to determine subject matter. 

Access to early women's studies materials is also 
examined. It should be noted that the time period to be 
considered here predates most sophisticated online catalogs. 
Thus, such options as title key word searching were not 
available to users at the time. Therefore, the implications 
for card catalog searching are examined. 

An example of the issues involving Library of 
Congress's timeliness and use of specific terminology might 
be seen in Library of Congress Subject Headings 's (LCSH) 
treatment of the term "feminism, 11 According to Palmer, in 
LCSH 8th edition (1975) as well as previous editions, 
"feminism" was not a valid heading, possibly reflecting 
negative connotations connected with the term. Instead 
library patrons were referred to the headings WOMAN and 
WOMAN—SOCIAL AND MORAL QUESTIONS, 3 This raises questions 
regarding materials relating to, for example, the National 
Woman's Party (NWP), the more radical faction of the United 
States woman's suffrage movement in its latter stages. 
Still very much active in the 1960s, NWP's leaders and 
members did not shy away from referring to themselves as 
"feminist" and to their organization as "feminist," Indeed, 
NWP was a feminist organization, the sole purpose of which 
was suffrage and the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment; 

2 



a struggle they spearheaded for thirty years. 4 

Thus, when searching for literature pertaining to the 
NWP, it may be argued that the heading WOMAN is too broad, 
leading one to material addressing any number of aspects and 
activities relating to women. Interestingly, the heading 
WOMAN — SOCIAL AND MORAL QUESTIONS appears to apply to the 
NWP's less radical cohorts in the woman's suffrage movement 
- women whose past involvement in social reform and "moral 
suasion 11 movements had, in most cases, preceded and/or 
coincided with their voting rights activities. This 
involvement, to a significant degree, was not shared by the 
women who founded the NWP; feminists who single-mindedly 
pursued the achievement of equal rights and opportunity for 
women, precluding other reform movements. 5 Thus, does the 
heading WOMAN—SOCIAL AND MORAL QUESTIONS apply to material 
concerning the NWP? This is not to suggest" that women's 
rights is not a social, or even moral, question. However, 
should not the user searching under the term "feminism" have 
been provided more direct access to material pertaining to 
this narrowly focused organization? 6 The same argument may 
be applied to other works concerning feminism and women's 
studies-related topics that predated LCSH 9th edition 
(1980), thus hindering access to users in general and 
scholarly researchers in particular. 
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Literature Revie w 



As stated p^Vviously, subject headings in the areas of 
ethnic studies, v^roen's studies, and lesbian and gay studies 
have been the fo£\;s of past research. Several studies 
examine specific groups. Clack, for example, looks at 
subject headings assigned to black literature resources. 
Clack argues tha^ the "extent to which these subject 
headings are coextensive with the subject treated in the 
works is a determining factor in the ease or difficulty 
experienced in subject, catalog searches." 7 According to 
Clack there should £>e an "equivalence" between the subject 
treated in the d^cuffieivt and the word or phrase used in the 
heading to expre^£ that subject, or in other words a "co- 
extensive" relationship must exist. 8 Clack concludes that, 
indeed, subject FXeadings available during the time period 
covered by the s^udy and applied to black literature varies 
in degree of adequacy, causing problems for the catalog 
user. Further, ^ver half (52%) of the works in her sample 
received subject Headings that fell short of the criteria 
for co-extensive relationship. 9 

Other studies have been broader in scope, looking at 
subject headings as they pertain to a variety of groups. 
For instance, B^man argues that subject headings, in 
general, reflect patriarchal tradition and Western biases. 10 
Harris and ClacK examine headings, along with Library of 
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Congress and Dewey classification numbers, covering ethnic 
groups, the dif f erently-abled, women, lesbians and gays, age 
groups, and those with alternative life-styles. Conducted 
in the late 1970s, their research sets out to determine 
whether subject analysis is prejudiced; whether the 
vocabulary used is objective or offensive to the affected 
group; and whether subject analysis provides access "via the 
terms used by the intended audience. 11 11 Harris and Clack 
conclude that a significant amount of updating of subject 
headings needed to be performed in order to successfully 
correct many biases. 12 

Addressing the issue of currency, white argues that it 
is important to keep headings current with the "usage of 
scholars or other knowledgeable people in the various 
subject fields." 13 white points out, that with sufficient 
cross references and explanatory notes entered into the 
catalog, currency can be achieved without "sacrificing 
previous subject approaches or requiring extensive redoing 
of cards." White provides as an example the heading NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY, which later became PHYSICS. He maintains 
keeping the older heading as assigned to older works, and 
assigning the new heading to current works, while providing 
sufficient cross references. 14 Subject headings should 
"reflect, as they must, the material cataloged," urges 
White. "The attempt to be neutral may result in failure to 
provide an accurate heading," he writes. 15 
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Still other works have focused on access to literature 
by and about women., Prichard, in her evaluation of 
databases containing women's studies materials, points out 
that "increased awareness of sexism and other biases in 
language has lead to the use of many new terms and phrases," 
by women's studies scholars. 16 She argues that if these 
terms are not included in databases thesauri the "very point 
of the research may be obscured." 17 Likewise, a similar 
argument may be made regarding the catalog. 

Dickstein's research also uncovered problems of direct 
access to materials on women, finding that often these 
materials are "hidden in general, nongender-specif ic call 
numbers" and subject headings. 18 Agreeing, Capek argued 
in 1982 that existing classification "frequently overlooked 
emerging topics of special concern to women. "19 Capek cites 
as an example the subject of physical and mental abuse of 
women. She argues that "more often than not, it was and 
still is subsumed under FAMILY VIOLENCE ignoring instances 
of abused women outside of traditional marriages. 20 

Similarly, Marshall's study points to numerous 
inconsistencies in LCSH's treatment of works dealing with 
feminism issues. Referring to the Library of Congress's 
decision in 1974 to retain the heading WOMAN — SOCIAL AND 
MORAL QUESTIONS for pre-1940s works, for example, Marshall 
writes: 
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LC [Library of Congress] assigned this heading to 
both feminist writings and to Victorian 
maunderings on the effect upon sacred institutions 
of womanhood and motherhood. . .of women assuming a 
genuine place in society. 21 

In his study, Mowery examines one hundred and sixty- 
four works of literary history and criticism concerning 
women authors. Mowery asks, among other questions: a) 
which subject headings have frequently been assigned to such 
works and what entry words do they possess?; b) what 
percentage of such works can be accessed by these 
frequently-assigned headings? 22 Mowery concludes that the 
Library of Congress subject headings assigned to books in 
his sample tended to be more helpful, in terms of access, 
than the assigned class numbers, 23 

In a recent study, Olson analyzed 100 titles pertaining 
to women's studies, finding that 42 titles in the sample 
were assigned subject heading not adequately reflecting 
their subject. Olson suggests three reasons for this 
problem: the historical male-bias inherent in subject 
analysis; the interdisciplinary nature of women's studies; 
and the fact that feminist research orientations do not 
adapt to categories designed for traditional research. 24 

Finally, in the most current study addressing the issue 
of subject headings concerning women, Rogers traces the 
changes that have occurred LCSH from 1975 to 1991, the time 
period immediately following the period covered by this 
research project. Rogers found "dramatic" changes in 
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subject headings as they apply to women, a shift from a 
"somewhat narrow and condescending view" to a "more balanced 
view that takes into account the variety of roles they 
[women] play. 11 25 

Research Objectives 

Unlike the research discussed above, although sharing a 
similar focus and applying similar methods, this project is 
a retrospective examination of Library of Congress subject 
headings' currency and timeliness in relation to selected 
scholarly works in the field of women's studies. The sample 
used in the study includes works on women's history and 
feminist theory, published during the late nineteen-sixties 
and seventies. The major objectives of the project are to 
determine 1) which subject headings have frequently been 
assigned to such works and what entry words do they 
possess?; 2) if, indeed, the Library of Congress picked up 
the terminology of women's studies scholars, which terms 
were used and when?; 3) and what are the implications in 
terms of access? It is hoped that this study will provide a 
model for others examining the responsiveness of the Library 
of Congress to new areas of research, both past and present. 
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Methodology 



In order to determine which books are viewed as making 
significant contributions to women's studies during its 
initial stages, a selective bibliography, covering works 
published between 1963 and 1975, was chosen. Criteria used 
for choosing the bibliography included the subject expertise 
of the compiler and scholarly reviews of the work; The 
bibliography chosen for this project is Barbara Haber's 
Women in America; A Guide to Books , 1963-1975 . 2 6 Haber , 
at the time the bibliography's publication, was curator of 
printed books at Radcliff College's Schlesinger Library on 
the History of Women in America, nation's foremost 
collection on women and women's history. Her 450-item guide, 
including detailed annotations, received praise when first 
published in 1978. 27 It has since been revised and 
expanded to include works from 1976 to 1979. The earlier 
edition was used for this project since it covers the time 
period being considered, the years 1963 and 1975. These 
years include the LCSH 6th edition (1957-1965), 7th edition 
(1966-1974), and the 8th edition (1975-1980). 

For the purpose of this project, books from the 
chapters "Feminism" and "History" were used, based on the 
researcher's familiarity and interest in these areas. The 
chapter on feminism theory contains forty-one works. Four 
of these \ ad to be eliminated; two because they are 
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autobiographical accounts and assigned only proper name 
headings, one due to the fact that a catalog record for the 
item could not be located, and one because a copy of the 
work itself could not be located and examined. 

In the chapter covering historical works, biographical 
and autobiographical works were not included since subject 
heading are primarily limited to personal names. This left 
general studies and anthologies, consisting of forty-three 
works. One of these had to be eliminated from the study, 
again, due to the fact that a copy could not be obtained. 
Thus, a total of seventy-nine works, were included in the 
study . 

Next, copies of the books were collected and examined 
for terms and phrases used by the authors in the tables of 
contents and title pages. Chosen as sources for author 
terminology, title pages and tables of contents are 
generally used by Library of Congress catalogers to 
determine subject matter. This was followed by organizing 
and listing terms and phrases under the heading of each book 
title. Single words and groups of words between "stop 
words" and punctuation (including comas) were considered 
terms and phrases, respectively. Stop words included: a, 
an , and , at , by , f or , f rom , how , in , of , on , the , to , 
with. 28 Also excluded were introductory adjectives (i.e. 
"radical 11 in "radical feminism," "American" in "American 
woman, 11 etc.) and proper names. Terms and phrases were 

10 



taken only from the names of sections and chapters, with 
appendices and table titles not considered. 

The next step required obtaining catalog records with 
the subject headings assigned when each item was originally 
published. A preliminary sampling revealed that, in some 
cases, a discrepancy exists between Library of Congress 
subject headings in OCLC and those in the National Union 
Catalog. It is likely that the OCLC records reflect the 
changes in subsequent editions of LCSH since the sampled 
works were first published. Thus, the print version of the 
National Union Catalog was utilized for the original catalog 
records, reflecting the terminology used by the Library of 
Congress at the time of each item's publication. 

Using forms designed by the researcher, the subject 
headings were then listed, on the left, under the title of 
the work to which they were assigned, next to the terms and 
phrases, on the right, extracted from the book. Separate 
forms were designed for terms and phrases taken from the 
title pages of the books and terms and phrases taken from 
the tables of contents. Geographical headings and proper 
name headings were not included in the lists. Stop words 
applied to headings in the same fashion as discussed above. 
(For sample data collecting forms used for this research 
project, please see Appendix I.) 

After gathering and organizing the data as described 
above, terms and phrases were then "matched" with subject 
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headings. Matches occurred when a term or phrase taken from 
a book's title page or table of contents is the same from 
left to right, excluding capitalization, as the first word 
or first two (and in some instances three) words of a 
subject heading. In light of the fact that this study's 
emphasis predates online catalogs, only main headings were 
considered matches; sub-headings (i.e. WOMAN not WOMAN — 
PSYCHOLOGY) were not considered. Root words were also not 
considered as matches. Matches can be seen in the 
following example. An item, published in 1974, generated 32 
terms and phrases in its title and table of contents, 
including "Women's Liberation 11 which appears three times. 
The assigned main heading, take from the National Union 
Catalog record for the work, is WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, 
thus producing three two-word matches. On the other hand, 
another item, published in 1970, generated 24 terms and 
phrases including "Feminism, 11 which appears three times, and 
with neither "Woman" nor "Women" used by the author. The 
assigned main headings with subdivisions are WOMAN — HISTORY 
AND CONDITION OF WOMEN and WOMAN — RIGHTS OF WOMEN, producing 
no matches. 

In order to determine which Library of Congress subject 
headings were most frequently assigned to the works used in 
this study and the entry words of those assigned headings, 
lists were complied and figures gathered from those lists. 
Figures complied included: 1) number of headings assigned 
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to each item; 2) number of times a heading was assigned 
within each category (i.e. feminist theory or women's 
history); 3) and chronologically, grouping assigned subject 
headings under the years items were published. Tables with 
the above information were then created to illustrate 
findings and facilitate analysis of those findings. 

Results 

A total of 81 subject headings (excluding geographical 
headings) were assigned to the works on feminist theory, a 
mean average of 2.19 per work. Items on women's history 
were assigned a total of 77 subject headings (excluding 
geographical headings and proper name headings), resulting 
in a mean average of 1.83 per book. Of the theoretical 
works, 9 were assigned one subject heading, 24 were assigned 
two to three headings, and 4 were assigned four headings 
each. 12 of the historical works received one heading each, 
26 were assigned two or three, and 4 received four each. 

Among the works covering feminist theory, subject 
headings with the entry word WOMAN were assigned 27 times, 
headings with the entry word WOMEN appear 33 times. Subject 
headings, assigned to the historical works, with the entry 
word WOMAN numbered 23, while those with the entry word 
WOMEN numbered 38. Thus, the number of subject headings 
with the entry word WOMAN assigned to the sample overall 



totaled 50, while those with the entry word WOMEN totaled 
71. 

Tables A and B illustrate the main subject headings 
assigned to books in each category and the number of times 



71. 

Tables A and B illustrate the main subject headings 
assigned to books in each category and the number of times 
assigned. 

TABLE A Feminist Works 

Subject Heading # of Times Assigned 

WOMAN 27 

WOMEN 11 

WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES 10 

WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT 8 

FEMINISM 7 

SEX ROLE 3 

WOMEN'S RIGHTS 2 s 

SINGLE WOMEN 2 

SOCIAL ROLE 1 

WOMEN IN LITERATURE 1 

SEX IN LITERATURE 1 

CONDUCT OF LIFE 1 

FAMILY 1 

MOTHERS 1 

LITERATURE 1 

MIDDLE AGE 1 

WOMEN AND SOCIALISM 1 

MEN 1 

SOCIALISM 1 
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TABLE B 

Subject Heading 
WOMAN 

WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES 
WOMEN 

WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
FEMINISM 

SOCIAL SETTLEMENTS 

PROGRESSIVISM (UNITED STATES POLITICS) 
CITIES AND TOWNS 
ABOLITIONISTS 
SEX ROLE 

SEX DISCRIMINATION 
WOMEN IN THE SOUTHERN STATES 

WOMEN IN GREENWICH VILLAGE, NEW YORK (CITY) 
WOMEN'S RIGHTS 
NEGROES 

BLOOMER COSTUME 
PHYSICIANS 

WOMEN IN THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
WOMEN IN POLITICS 
DIVORCE 
PROSTITUTION 
MINORITIES 
SEX CUSTOMS 
FAMILY 



Historical Works 

t of Times Assigned 
23 
20 
in 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Tables C and D illustrate the edition in which a 
heading was listed as valid, unless otherwise noted, and the 
number of matches occurring between the heading and terms in 
the table of contents and titles of the works to which they 
are assigned ♦ Subject headings with stop words have either 
been included under the headings sharing the same 
introductory word or phrase, for example WOMEN IN THE UNITED 
STATES is included with WOMEN , or, if not sharing an 
introductory word or phrase, listed by the word or phrase 
before the stop word. 

TABLE C Representation of Feminist Works 

by LC Subject Headings 

6th ed. LCSH 7th ed. t LCSH Oth ed. LCSH 
(1957-1965) (1966-1974) (1975-19§0) 

Heading Valid/Matches Valid/Matches Valid /Matches 



WOMAN 


Y/0 


Y/17 


Y/6 


WOMEN 


Y/6 


Y/36 


Y/29 


WOMEN'S LIB. MVT. 


N/0 


Y/5/3* 


Y/3 


FEMINISM 


N/0 


Y/4** 


Y/2 


SEX ROLE 


N/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


WOMEN'S RIGHTS 


N/0 


Y/0** 


Y/0 


SINGLE WOMEN 


N/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


SOCIAL ROLE 


N/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


SEX 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


CONDUCT 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


FAMILY 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


MOTHERS 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


LITERATURE 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


MIDDLE AGE 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


MEN 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


SOCIALISM 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 



Indicates 5 two word matches and 3 three-word matches. 



** Valid in the 1974 supplement to the 7th edition 
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TABLE D 



Representation of Historical Works 
by LC Subject Headings 



6th ed.LCSH 7th ed. LCSH 8th ed. LCSH 
(1957-1965) (1966-1974) (1975-1980) 

Heading Valid/Matches Valid/Matches Valid/Matches 



WOMAN 


Y/l 


Y/17 


Y/0 


WOMEN'S LIB. MVT. 


N/0 


Y/l 


Y/0 


WOMEN 


Y/6 


Y/88 


Y/13 


FEMINISM 


N/0 


Y/0** 


Y/2 


SOCIAL SETTLEMENTS 


Y/0 


Y/l 


Y/0 


PROGRESSIVISM 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


CITIES 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


ABOLITIONISTS 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


SEX ROLE 


N/0 


N/0 


Y/0 


SEX DISCRIMINATION 


N/0 


Y/0** 


Y/0 


WOMEN'S RIGHTS 


N/0 


Y/0** 


Y/0 


NEGROES 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


BLOOMER COSTUME 


Y/0 


Y/2 


Y/0 


PHYSICIANS 


Y/0 


Y/l 


Y/0 


DIVORCE 


Y/0 


Y/4 


Y/fi 


PROSTITUTION 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


MINORITIES 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


SEX CUSTOMS 


N/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


FAMILY 


Y/0 


Y/0 


Y/0 


* Indicates 5 two 


word matches and 


3 three- 


-word matche 


** Valid in the 19 


74 supplement to 


the 7th 


edition . 



As indicated above in Tables C and D , the total number 
of matches with WOMAN , in both feminist and historical 
works, is 1 for the 6th edition of LCSH, 34 for the 7th, and 
6 for the 8th, for a total of 41. The total number of 
matches for WOMEN, in both categories, is 12 for the 6th 
edition, 124 for the 7th edition, and 42 for the 8th edi- 
tion. WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, not valid in the 6th 



edition of LCSH, produced 6 two-word matches and 3 three 
word matches in th£ 7th edition, and 3 two word matches in 
the 8th edition, for a total of 9 two-word matches and 3 
three word matches. WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT is followed 
by the heading FEMINISM, producing a total of 8 matches. No 
other headings generated more than one match. 

Interestingly, WOMAN produced only one match for the 
time period covered by the 6th edition. Although no matches 
occurred in the sample items published during the period, 
this does not mean that "woman 11 did not appear on either the 
title page or table of contents, only that the term did not 
produce "exact" matches as defined earlier in this paper. 
And, although, headings with the introductory WOMAN are 
assigned to items in the sample a total of 50 times and 
those with the introductory WOMEN are assigned 71 times, the 
former heading produced 41 matches while the later produced 
178. If at least one assigned heading contained the intro- 
ductory WOMEN matches were usually generated. In one case, 
for example, three of four assigned subject headings con- 
tained the introductory WOMEN, producing 15 matches. 

"Women's rights," appearing frequently in the sampled 
works, and reflecting natural language as well as contempo- 
rary usage, did not produce matches with the heading WOMAN — 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN, which was valid until the 1974 supplement 
to the 7th edition of LCSH, and replaced by WOMEN'S RIGHTS. 
(It should be noted that many of the changer, reflected in 
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the 1974 supplement apparently appeared to late to be in- 
cluded in the 8th edition of LCSH. 29) Likewise, "women's 
movement 11 is commonly used but fails to meet the criteria 
for a match with the heading WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT. 
Furthermore, two terms, "woman's rights" and "woman's suf- 
frage" would have produced matches with the headings WOMAN — 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN (two-word match) and WOMAN — SUFFRAGE if not 
for the punctuation. (Cross-references are not provided in 
the LCSH editions considered here.) Hence, "Woman's rights 11 
would have generated eight matches and "Woman's suffrage" 
six matches. 

Additionally, more matches would have occurred with 
WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT had it been assigned more often*. 
Among all the sampled works, for instance, "Women's Libera- 
tion Movement 11 appears in the title or table of contents in 
21 of the items. The heading is assigned to only eight 
works. Thus, in one item published in 1970, "women's liber- 
ation" appears five times, once in the title, four times in 
the table of contents. The assigned headings are WOMAN — 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN; WOMAN — HISTORY AND CONDITION OF WOMEN; and 
WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The subject heading FEMINISM is assigned to nine items 
in the total sample, while the term "feminism" or "femi- 
nist, 11 referring to those who adhere to feminist theory, 
appears in the table of contents and title at least once in 
38 items. The terms appears at least once in 15 of the 
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items published during the time the heading is valid. Thus, 
the heading FEMINISM is assigned more. frequently when com- 
pared to WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, although it is not 
unusual for the terms "feminism" and "feminist" to appear a 
number of times in a particular work and yet be assigned 
headings other than FEMINISM. For example, in a work pub- 
lished in 1974, the terms "feminism" and "feminist" appear 
six times; the assigned headings are WOMEN'S RIGHTS and 
WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES. In another work published in 
1974 "feminism" appears in the table of contents four times 
and, although the item is assigned four subject headings, 
none are the heading FEMINISM. 

Finally, it should be noted that fewer works in the 
sample were published during the time periods covered by the 
6th and 8th editions, from 1975 to 1980. Indeed the majori- 
ty of the works included in the sample fell within the time 
period covered by the 7th edition of LCSH. Therefore, 
Table E illustrates the number of works in the sample pub- 
lished during the time period covered by each of the three 
LCSH edition used in the study and the percentage of the 
total sample each number represents. This is followed by 
Table F which shows the total number of matches that oc- 
curred among the works published during the time period 
covered by each of the three LCSH editions and the percent- 
age of the total number of matches each number represents. 
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TABLE E 

LCSH Edition 

6th 

7th 

8th 

TABLE F 

LCSH Edition 
6th k 
7th 
8th 



I of Works 
8 

60 
13 

Total j of Matches 
13 
179 
55 



% of Total Sample 
11% 
76% 
13% 

% of Total Matches 
9% 
70% 
21% 



As Tables E and F indicate, although approximately 13% 
of the works used in the sample fell within the years cov- 
ered by the 8th edition of LCSH, 21% of the matches that 
occurred in the study did so during the 8th, pointing, 
perhaps to the changes made by the Library of Congress in an 
effort to keep current with new scholarship. This is com- 
pared to the 6th edition with 11% of the total sample pub- 
lished during that time period, but producing only 9% of the 
total matches. 

Taking a different approach, Tables G and H demonstrate 
further the more frequent occurrence of matches in this 
study during the 8th ed. The following tables illustrate 
the average number of matches generated for each work and 
the percentage of matches for each edition of LCSH. 
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TABLE G 

LCSH Edition 

6th 

7th 
8th 



Average Number of Matches that Occurred/Work 



Total Number 
of Works 

8 

60 
13 



Total Number 
of Matches 

13 

179 
55 



Total Number 
of Matches/Work 

1.63 

2.98 
4.23 



TABLE H 



Percentage of Matches per each LCSH Edition 



LCSH Edition Total Headings 

Assigned 



6 th 
7th 
8 th 



12 

128 

18 



Matches 

13 

179 

55 



Percentage 

108 % 
139 % 
305 % 



Thus, as seen in Table G the average number of matches 
generated by works published during the 8th LCSH edition is 
significantly greater than those published during the 6th 
and 7th editions. This is. also demonstrated in Table H with 
the percentage of matches per LCSH edition indicated. (It 
should be noted that the large percentage figures 
represented in Table H are due to the fact that multiple 
matches were produced by one heading, i.e. if WOMEN is the 
assigned heading, the term "women" may have appeared more 
than once in the table of contents.) 
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Conclusion 



The time lapse indicated by this study may be seen in 
relation to the number of books included in Haber's 
bibliography published during the 6th edition of LCSH and 
those published during the 7th. As evidenced in Haber's 
bibliography , the time period covered by the 7th edition saw 
a significant amount of feminist and women's history-related 
material published; this is in comparison to the amount 
published during the 6th, For example, Haber includes in 
her work 8 items published during the 6th edition and 60 
published during the 7th edition. (In terms of the 8th 
edition, the bibliography was published the same year as the 
8th edition , thus not allowing for many works from that 
period to be included.) The field of women's studies, 
therefore, appears to have emerged most notably in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. It is not until the 1974 supplement 
and 8th edition of LCSH, published in 1975, that significant 
changes in subject headings appear. 

This time lapse raises questions concerning the 
emergence of women's studies and the development of subject 
headings to facilitate access to this new area of research. 
For example, subject headings WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
and FEMINISM first appear as assigned subject headings in 
the sample in 1971 and 1974 respectively, while both terms 
appear in sampled works as early as 1969. This raises 
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questions in terms of access for the patron using the 
standard card catalog, still in use at the time. 

In the case of "Women's Liberation Movement 11 the 
library patron, expecting to find the term in the card 
catalog, while given no cross-reference would at least be in 
the general area (i.e. WOMAN , WOMAN—SOCIAL AND MORAL QUES- 
TIONS) in which to find materials on her/his topic • Those 
searching under "Feminism, 11 until 1974, were directed to go 
to WOMAN or WOMAN - - SO C I AL AND MORAL QUESTIONS. This raises 
the issue of "specific entry, 11 Haykin defines specific 
entry as "the entry of a book under a heading which express- 
es its special subject or topic as distinguished from the 
class or broad subject which includes that special subj- 
ect. 30 Thus, the use of the broad headings WOMAN, with sub- 
headings, for these specifically focused works presents 
problems in terms of access. In both cases described above, 
the card catalog user would indeed have to scan all entries 
under the broader headings to find the desired items. 

Also, in terms of access, the patron's use of the words 
"woman" and "women" proved to be the most common route to 
retrieving the works in the sample, again raising the issue 
of specificity. An issue still under debate in relation to 
the treatment of women's studies materials, without the 
options provided by the online catalog, the card catalog 
user is again confronted with the problem described above. 31 
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These problems aside, the sheer number of new terms 
that became valid during the time period covered, as seen in 
Tables C and D, indicates the Library of Congress's efforts 
to keep current with the terminology of this emerging area 
of research. The 1974 supplement to the 7th edition of LCSH 
marks the most significant change in subject headings per- 
taining to feminist theory and women's history, subjects in 
the forefront of women's studies in its early stages, during 
the time period considered here. 
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